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June Chamber 
Business Luncheon 

 

Wednesday, June 26 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

Sponsor: BMO Harris Bank 
 

Speaker: Doni Keene 
 

Caterer: The Cuban Place 
 

Tavares Civic Center 
100 E. Caroline Street, Tavares 

Please RSVP 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Tuesday, June 8 
Networking Lunch 

 

Betty's Greenhouse Grill 
3725 W. Old Hwy 441 Mt. Dora 

 

Noon to 1 PM - PLEASE RSVP 
 

 
 

Thursday, June 13 
Chamber Grand Opening 

 

Tavares Chamber of Commerce 
300 E. Main St., Downtown, Tavares 

 

5:30 to 7 PM - Please RSVP 
 

 
 

Thursday, June 20 
Business After Hours 

 

Grand Court 
1211 E. Caroline St., Tavares 

 

5:30 to 7:00 PM - Please RSVP  
 

 
 

Thursday, July 18 
Business After Hours 

 

Lakeview Inn 
123 S. Joanna Ave. 
Downtown, Tavares 

 

5:30 to 7:00PM - PLEASE RSVP 
 

 
 

Thursday, July 25 
Business After Hours 

 

Liberty Christian  
Preparatory School 

2451 Dora Ave., Tavares 
 

5:30 to 7 PM - Please RSVP 
 

 

July Chamber Lunch 
Wednesday, July 24 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

 

Sponsor: The Chiropractic Center 
 

Speaker: Rep Bryan Nelson 
 

Caterer: Cousin Vinnie's World 
Famous Wings 

 

Tavares Civic Center 
100 E. Caroline Street, Tavares 

Please RSVP 
 

 
 

CHAMBER INVESTS IN HISTORIC, LAKEFRONT 
DOWNTOWN 

TAVARES, FL -- The board of directors 
of the Tavares Chamber of Commerce met for 
the first time this month in the organization’s 
new home within the circa 1888 replica of the 
train depot, established 125 years ago by the 
Sanford & Eustis Railway Company.  The 
authentic replica structure is now home to the 
Tavares Chamber and the Orange Blossom 
Cannonball historic steam train excursion 
attraction.   

According to the chamber’s board, the move to Main Street and to a site 
adjacent to lakefront Wooton Park will increase both the chamber's effectiveness in 
supporting local businesses while also enhancing the chamber’s visibility in the 
community.  “It has been a long-term goal for this organization to have our operations 
downtown,” said Orin Owen, board president for the chamber of commerce.  “This 
move is symbolic of the chamber’s support of the transformation of downtown.” 

The replica train depot was constructed by the City of Tavares and leased to 
the two businesses.  “Although the building is owned by the city government, the 
chamber of commerce is a non-profit 501 (c)6 organization and is not a governmental 
entity,” explained executive director Colleen McGinley.  “The chamber board made a 
significant commitment to the city by signing a 15-year lease for the new space.”  She 
went on to explain that, “Our chamber is supported by member dues and by 
fundraisers". Continue on page 6 

 

"It's a Grand Old Flag" Tavares' Independence Day 
Celebration  
Chamber and City continue to partner on Fourth of July event 

TAVARES – It is a sight that is almost surreal.  Some have wondered if they 
were witnessing a Norman Rockwell painting coming to life.  
 Perhaps it is the surprisingly stacked parade, chocked full of beauty queens 
tall and small and emergency vehicles with 
sirens blaring and lights flashing.  Perhaps it is 
the waterfront festivities, with theatrical 
performance of Betsy Ross and Ben Franklin, 
bouncy and spinning things for the kids and 
even apple pie.  Perhaps it is the exploding 
pyrotechnics over Lake County’s Capital City.  
 Coming Thursday, July 4, Downtown 
Tavares will be filled to capacity as the 
afternoon kicks off with entertainment and fun 
in Wooton Park.  Main Street becomes the focal 
point at 5 p.m. as the annual parade begins 
with the theme of "It's a Grand Old Flag". 

Following the parade, the crowds 
migrate to Ruby Street where family fun 
continues in Wooton Park and where the Ruby 
Street Entertainment District plays host to those 
wanting to quench hunger or thirst. Continue on page 6 
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TAVARES - Steam locomotive # 2, a wood burning 
2-6-0, will be taken out of service on June 1 and returned to 
Arkansas for its 15 year rebuild.  

The locomotive was built by the Baldwin 
Locomotive Works in January 1907 and placed into service 
by the Lufkin Land & Lumber Company. The locomotive 
was also used over the years on the Shreveport, Houston & 
Gulf Railroad, the Carter-Kelley Lumber Company, the W.T. 
Carter & Brother Lumber Company, the Scott & Bearskin 
Lake Railroad, the Reader Railroad, and now the Tavares, 
Eustis & Gulf Railroad in Florida. It has been operating in 
Florida since October 2011. 

The locomotive was used in the feature films “True 
Grit,” “Appaloosa,” “There Will Be Blood,” and “3:10 to 
Yuma.” 

The Tavares, Eustis & Gulf will continue to operate 
during the summer months with a 1941 GE 45 ton center 
cab diesel locomotive they recently purchased. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SBDC’s ‘Start-Up Basics’ Course 
Serves Lake County Business Owners 

TAVARES – The Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC), funded by Lake County and residing in 
Lake County’s Business Opportunity Centers, again will 
offer an opportunity for entrepreneurs to learn how to start a 
business at a free seminar entitled, “Start-Up Basics.”  

Stan Austin, Area Manager and Certified Business 
Analyst, will help entrepreneurs understand what it takes to 
start a business; discuss business plans and the importance 
of preparing one; and explores the legal entities – sole 
proprietorship, partnership, corporation and Limited Liability 
Corporation. The seminar will also help determine the local, 
state or federal licensing requirements needed to operate. 

“Stan Austin is a very good teacher and speaker,” 
students said after the class was offered on May 10. “I 
learned enough to succeed in my future business.” 

Registration is recommended, as the course is 
popular and space is limited. The seminar will be offered on 
the following dates:  

 Leesburg Community Center 
109 E. Dixie Ave., Leesburg 
6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, June 13 
 

 Lake-Sumter State College – South Lake 
Campus 
1250 N. Hancock Road, Clermont, Building 2, 
Room 102 
6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, June 20 
 

 Northeast Lake Business Opportunity Center 
1520 S. Bay St., Eustis 
6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, June 27 
 

The SBDC provides existing and prospective 
entrepreneurs with high-quality business management 
counseling, entrepreneurial training and information access 
enabling them to maximize their businesses' growth, 
competitiveness and profitability within their trading area. 

For more information about upcoming SBDC 
seminars and workshops, contact Theresa Davis at 352-
315-1846 or theresa.davis@bus.ucf.edu, or visit 
www.sbdcorlando.com/lakecounty. For information on 
starting, relocating or expanding a business in Lake County, 
call Lake County’s Economic Development & Tourism 
Department at 352-742-3918 or visit 
www.BusinessInLakeFL.com. 

 

 
 

 

Tavares Chamber of Commerce does not necessarily endorse 
or support advertising materials distributed through the 

Chamber newsletter 
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Why Join the Chamber of Commerce? 
Some business owners might say their schedule is 

demanding enough at the moment, and the thought of adding 
one more activity to their busy calendar is unbearable. 
So why should they try to cram time into their already hectic 
schedules to join and actively participate in their local chamber 
of commerce? 

Because membership in the local chamber offers 
numerous benefits and keeps business owners on top of 
important, ever-changing issues and trends within their 
community and local marketplace. Not only that, but research 
points out that consumers are more likely to do business with a 
company if it’s a member of their local chamber. 

According to a research study by The Shapiro Group, 
Inc. and Market Street Services, when consumers know that a 
small business is a member of their local chamber of 
commerce, they are 44 percent more likely to think favorably of 
it and 63 percent more likely to purchase goods or services 
from the company in the future. 

If you still don’t think you have time to join and 
participate in the chamber of commerce, consider the following: 

 Most consumers (59 percent) think that being active in the 
local chamber of commerce is an effective business strategy 
overall. It’s 29 percent more effective, however, for 
communicating to consumers that a company uses good 
business practices and 26 percent more effective for 
communicating that a business is reputable. 

 If a company shows that it’s highly involved in its local 
chamber (e.g., sits on the chamber board), consumers are 12 
percent more likely to think that its products stack up better 
against its competition. 

 When a consumer thinks that a company’s products stack up 
better against the competition because the company is highly 
involved in its local chamber of commerce, it is because he or 
she infers that the company is trustworthy, involved in the 
community and is an industry leader. 

 When consumers know that a restaurant franchise is a 
member of the chamber of commerce, they are 40 percent 
more likely to eat at the franchise in the next few months. 

 When consumers know that an insurance company is a 
member of the chamber of commerce, they are 43 percent 
more likely to consider buying insurance from it. 

How does all that sound? If your business is a 
restaurant or an insurance company, isn’t it fantastic to hear 
the news that consumers are more likely to choose your 
business over a competing, non-member business because 
you’re a member of your local chamber of commerce? Are you 
convinced yet that you should join your local chamber? 

If not, read this top 10 list of reasons why you should 
join your local chamber of commerce supplied by 10 local 
chambers across the United States. 
1. Membership brings credibility to your business. You 

can increase positive perception among consumers and 
business owners when you’re identified as a member of a 
chamber of commerce. – Dearborn Chamber of 
Commerce in Michigan 

2. Increase your visibility in the community. As a new 
member of the chamber of commerce, you will be listed in 
the chamber newsletter, e-newsletter, on Facebook and 
have the opportunity to be highlighted in other chamber 
publications. You also can grow your business by 
advertising with the chamber and sponsoring events. The 
chamber may also promote your grand opening/ ribbon-
cutting ceremony and assist with any public relations 
efforts. – Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce in Texas 

Continue on page 6 

Waterman Village of Mount Dora 
Performance 

“Bridgewater Resident Hand Bell Choir will Perform at 
Avanté at Mount Dora” 

Mount Dora, Florida – The Bridgewater Resident Hand 
Bell Choir, consisting of residents at Waterman Village, will be 
performing a variety of songs at Avanté on June 26, 2013 at 
3:00 p.m.  They will present their summertime concert to cheer 
the lives of patients in rehabilitation or residents living 
permanently at Avanté in Mount Dora, located at 3050 Brown 
Ave, Mt Dora, FL 32757 and is open to the public.  Avanté at 
Mount Dora is a skilled nursing and rehabilitation center where 
the staff take great pride in their longevity and dedication to 
providing compassionate care. 

The Hand Bell Choir is directed by Anne Hein, Activity 
Director, who has a passion for this joyful music.  The Hand 
Bell Choir was formed in 2001 and consists of 15 residents at 
the Bridgewater.  Residents performing in the production range 
in age from 80 – 95 years young.    

Waterman Village is a senior living community offering 
all levels of care with a full range of amenities and services.  
Built 23 years ago, Waterman Village was originally opened by 
Florida Hospital Waterman.  In 1992, Waterman Village 
became independent of the hospital and is now part of 
Waterman Communities, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation. 

 

Tavares Chamber of Commerce 

Board of Directors 

 
 
 

Trustee Member 
 

Signature Trustee:  
 
 

Officers 
President Orin Owen G & T Conveyor (352) 742-3770 
Vice President Janet Noack United Southern Bank (352) 589-4663 
Treasurer Kelly Pisciotta Habitat for Humanity (352) 267-2118 
Secretary Deborah Cahill Ameriprise Financial (352) 742-3331 
Past President Jacquelyn Coval BankFirst (352) 483-3999 
 

Directors 
Debbie Behlmann Southern Palms RV Resort (352) 357-8882 
Lou Buigas West Construction (352) 205-5992 
T.J. Fish Lake~Sumter MPO (352) 315-0170 
Beth Ann Gause Gause & Hargrove, PLLC (352) 343-7424 
Heather Graham Focus Magazine (352) 377-8953 
Rick Golab Florida Hospital Waterman (352) 253-3381 
Steve Jennelle BMJ CPA (407) 748-6187 
Dee Johns Directories Ink (352) 508-9257 
Mary Johnson Grand Rental Station Party Plus (352) 357-9242 
Brent Miller Law Offices of Brent C. Miller, P.A. (352) 343-7400 
Andrew O'Keefe O’Keefe’s Irish Pub & Restaurant (352) 343-2157 
Cheryl Rumbley Cornerstone Hospice (352) 343-1341 
 

Liaison to Chamber Board 
Bill Neron City of Tavares Economic Development (352) 742-6209 
 

Staff 
Colleen McGinley Executive Director (352) 343-2531 
Jeff Smith Membership Director (352) 343-2531 
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Wei Beyond Acupuncture Ribbon Cutting and Business After Hours 
on May 16, 2013. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
May 22 Chamber Business Lunch - (l to r) Chamber Vice President 
Janet Noack - United Southern Bank, Board Directors Beth Ann Gause 
- Gause & Hargrove, Debbie Behlmann – Southern Palms RV Resort, 
Steve Jennelle – BMJ CPA, Hurricane Dockside caterer Justin Cain, 
Board Directors Cheryl Rumbly – Cornerstone Hospice, Dee Johns – 
Directories Ink, Southern RV Sponsor Barb Stanze and Lorraine Van 
Hoesen - Kneaded Relief Therapeutic Massage, Board Directors T.J. 
Fish - Lake~Sumter MPO, Lou Buigas – Hoity Toity Merchantile and 
Heather Graham - Focus Magazine. 
 

 
Anytime Fitness Business After Hours and Ribbon Cutting on  
May 23, 2013 
 

 
 

 
 

Central Florida Lake County Focus 

with Ralph Smith 

WLBE AM 790 

Wednesdays 11 a.m. to Noon 
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Business After Hours to meet their newest staff member Stacey 
Gruka, ARNP-C at Florida Hospital Waterman Center for Gynecology & 
Pelvic Surgery Wednesday, May 22, 2013 

 
Justin Cain of Hurricane Dockside Grill received a Certificate of 
Appreciation for their support in the 2013 Eustis/Tavares Relay for 
Life presented by Relay Chair Jeff Smith.

 

 

July 4th Sponsor for Children’s Activities in Wooton Park  
 

The Annual 4th of July event is coming up and we are excited about keeping this community event a great success. Every year besides the 
parade, vendors in the park and fireworks we have the Children’s Activities, (Obstacle Course, Water Slide, Children's Trackless Train and 
Bounce House w/Slide) in Wooton Park. We are looking for sponsors to assist us with the Children’s Activities portion this year. 
 

Sponsor can select from the following marketing opportunities:  

 Stars Sponsor $250  
 Banner displayed on waterfront at Wooton Park.  

(3 X 6 banners provided by Sponsor) 
 

 Stripes Sponsor $400 
 Chamber Website  

Company Name with link on www.TavaresChamber.com/4th_of_july.html  

 Rotating Banner on Chamber Website for 3 months  
Email .jpg file (4 “ wide X 1” high) provided by Sponsor 

 Banner displayed on waterfront at Wooton Park.  
(3 X 6 banners provided by Sponsor)  

 

 Celebration Sponsor $600 
 Chamber Newsletter Sponsor Listing 

4th July article will be in August Chamber Newsletter thanking each sponsor with pictures of event. Your  
company & logo will be listed as a sponsor (sponsor must provide electronic logo) Total distribution = 500 local 
businesses/members 

 Chamber Newsletter ¼ page Ad for 3 months  

Email .jpg file (3.75 “ wide X 4.75” high) provided by Sponsor 

 Chamber Website  

Company Logo with link on www.TavaresChamber.com/4th_of_july.html 

 Banner displayed on waterfront at Wooton Park.  
(3 X 6 banners provided by Sponsor)  

 Rotating Banner on Chamber Website for 3 months  

Email .jpg file (4 “ wide X 1” high) provided by Sponsor 

 
SPONSOR COMPANY:  ______________________________________  DATE:  ________________  
 

CONTACT:  ____________________________________  PHONE:  __________________________  
 

Card #  Exp Date:  CVS Code:  

 

Name on Card: 

  

Billing Zip Code 

 

 

 Please sign and return to Tavares Chamber of Commerce - Fax (352) 343-7565  
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Tavares Chamber New Home _______________________________________ from page 1 

The chamber’s building committee negotiated with Duke Energy for the sale of the long-standing Sinclair Avenue location, 
where the organization had been located for more than 40 years. The committee then negotiated terms with the City of Tavares for 
the 15-year lease. “Proceeds from the sale of our previous building were used to pay for the new lease,” explained Owen.  “With 
chamber members located throughout Lake County and Central Florida, we are excited that our new building reflects the energy of 
our member businesses.” 

 The Tavares City Council voted last year to move forward on the construction of the building after the two tenants 
committed to lease agreements.  “What two great businesses to be there,” said council member Robert Grenier.  “I always thought 
the chamber should be there.  They are the go-get-‘em group that focuses on economic development.  Thanks to their commitment 
to the city, they are a partner in one of the trifecta of replica historic structures in downtown,” referring to the railroad depot, the 
Woodlea House, and the 1914 replica of the Pavilion on the Lake, which is under construction. 

Said McGinley, “The Tavares Chamber is proud to support America's Seaplane City.  Our chamber works hard to meet the 
needs of our member businesses and to support events that benefit both our members and our community as a whole.”  Some of 
the chamber’s annual events include:  the Business of the Year Gala, Taste of Tavares, the multi-chamber Business Expo and 
Howl-o-fest. 

The location at 300 East Main Street, which is on the southeast corner of Main Street and St. Clair Abrams Avenue, is the 
site of the original train depot.  “The building is an impressive tribute to Tavares’ history,” said Owen.  “We cordially invite one and 
all to drop by and visit us and to learn more about the Tavares Chamber of Commerce.” 

 

Independence Day Celebration______________________________________ from page 1 
 The Fourth of July in America’s Seaplane City will be as pure Americana as a local festival gets.  Many places 

throughout the nation long for the type of Independence Day celebration experienced in Tavares. Families bond, friends reunite and 
the streets resonate with a sense of wholesome hometown feeling.   

 The Tavares Chamber is actively involved in this year’s event, with the City of Tavares and the Tavares Chamber 
continuing to strengthen the ongoing partnership centering on the multitude of events now happening in Downtown Tavares.   

 The Tavares Chamber is providing kids’ activities in Wooton Park, which include a water slide, an obstacle course, 
a Castle bounce house with a slide, Tigger bounce house and Bonnie Bell Express Trackless Train.  Tickets for each item are sold 
individually or an all-day-pass wristband can be purchased. Proceeds will benefit the community event efforts of the Tavares 
Chamber.   

 The splash park will also be open with the entrance controlled for safety and capacity requirements at its usual fee.   
The Tavares Chamber is seeking volunteers and sponsors to assist in the Wooton Park festivities. To volunteer or sponsor 

please call 352.343.2531 or go to TavaresChamber.com. 
 

Why Join a Chamber of Commerce __________________________________ from page 3 
3. Create networking opportunities. Chambers have numerous committees and serving on one of them provides numerous 

networking opportunities as well as professional leadership development. You can build your business while promoting 
developments of keen interest to local businesses and the community at large. – Columbia County Chamber of Commerce in 
Georgia 

4. Gain a voice in government. The local chamber takes on the tough issues and opposes new regulations, taxes, fees, 
assessments and costs directed at small businesses. It also helps protect the principles of free enterprise and aids 
businesses in being treated fairly. 
– Yuma Chamber of Commerce in California 

5. Make business contacts. The chamber’s most fundamental mission is to generate more business activity for the 
community. The chamber initiates more business-to-business commerce and more opportunities for networking and 
connecting local professionals than is available through most other local organizations. 
– Spartanburg Area Chamber of Commerce in South Carolina 

6. Receive chamber newsletters. Newsletters provide new member information, interesting information about operating a local 
business, articles about the local community, a community calendar and details about up-and-coming chamber events, 
among other things. 
– Teton Valley Chamber Of Commerce in Idaho 

7. Acquire customer referrals. Every day, your local chamber receives calls from individuals and businesses looking for 
potential vendors, and chamber members typically recommend chamber members. 
– Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce in Tennessee 

8. Chamber events and programs. Chamber events and programs provide members with great opportunities to get to know 
new people and expand their prospect base. Chamber events are innovative and fun ways to help members meet potential 
customers, clients and vendors— and generate new business leads. 
– Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce in California 

9. Promotion and publicity. With a chamber membership, you can reach potential clients through member exclusive 

advertising and opportunities for business-to-business advertising and publicity. 
– Pike County Chamber of Commerce in Illinois 

10. Access to members-only discounts and services. These differ from chamber to chamber. For example, the Sandy Area 
Chamber of Commerce in Oregon has a member-tomember discount program where a chamber member will receive $10 off 
any phone or accessory purchased from the local Verizon Wireless retailer in Sandy, which is a member of the chamber. 
– Sandy Area Chamber of Commerce in Oregon 
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Welcome New Members 
 

Membership Renewals 
 

Bella Faire 
Vonda R. Parker 

352-787-4203 
 

DJ Varon 
305-588-2709 

 
Empire Today, LLC 

Petra Young 
352-250-2743 

 
Hoops Pat Burke's Training 

Facility 
Pat Burke 

352-385-0131 
 

Serenity Farms Group, Inc. 
Jeffrey Clark 

352-552-3234 
 

Tammy King - Realtor 
352-408-3548 

 
The Cuban Place 

Alex Rodriguez 
352-357-4000 

 
Vans Carpet & Upholstery 

Cleaning Svc. Inc. 
Ernie VanGorder 

352-669-1540 

 
TAVARES CHAMBER 

AMBASSADORS 
 

Chair, Deborah Cahill 
Ameriprise Financial Services 

Debbie Behlmann 
Southern Palms RV Resort 

Samantha Burger 

Connie Gay 
Floating Ghost Seance 

Tour of Tavares 

Rachel Graves 
Quality Indoor 

Environmental Solutions 

Charlotte Hope 
Blair Lawn Care 

Lisa Johnson 
EZ Nutrition 

Sharon Keith 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Mary Rhodes 
The Mortgage Firm 

Judy Stewart 
Law Offices of Judy Stewart, PA 

BMO Harris Bank NA 
Kathy Yarbrough 
352-483-8900 

 
Bob Evans Restaurant 
Amanda Anderson 
352-383-0978 

 
Business Masters.Net 
Kevin Robson 
352-589-0051 

 
EGP, Inc. 
Callie Coffey 
352-787-4521 

 
Ernie Morris Enterprises 
Timothy Morris 
352-728-2744 

 
Forever Ballroom, LLC 
Charles & Joanne Bolly 
352-742-9461 

 
Grand Court 
Ashley Armstrong 
352-343-6464 

 
Grizzard Commercial 
Real Estate Group 
Jim Miller 
352-504-0070 

 
Harris Oil & Air 
Conditioning, Inc. 
Kelley Brown 
352-383-2322 

 
Hibiscus Mobile Home 
Park, LLC 
Sandra Brown 
352-383-4792 

 
Home BUYERS 
Resource Realty 
Dolores Russ, ABR 
352-343-1613 

 
Hurricane Dockside Grill 
Derrick Haggerty 
352-508-5137 

 
Kelly Pisciotta 
352-267-2118 

 
Kiwanis Club of Tavares 
- Safe Harbor 
Sharon Keith 
407-256-5759 

Lake Sumter SCORE Chapter 414 
Gayle Teerman 
352-357-1476 

 
Osprey Lodge, LLC 
Denise Woodall 
352-508-7553 

 
Prestige Pro Lawn Services, Inc. 
Nela Beadle 
352-357-1400 

 
Progressive Aerodyne, Inc. 
Michelle Richter 
352-253-0108 

 
Raymond James &  Associates 
Tracy Belton 
352-253-5244 

 
Reunion Bank 
Gail Baker 
352-508-1030 

 
Southeastern Surveying & 
Mapping Corporation 
Jennings Griffin 
352-343-4880 

 
T Scott Roofing Inc. 
Tommy and JoAnna Scott 
352-343-7788 

 
The Cove at Tavares Village 
Kathy Bachman 
352-742-7111 

 
The Lost Cats 
Clifford Shooker 
352-735-4331 

 
United Southern Bank - Tavares 
Bob Speaks 
352-343-1110 
 

 
When looking for 

businesses or services 
 

Check the 
Tavares Chamber 

of Commerce 
Membership Directory 

on the website: 
 

www.TavaresChamber.com  
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